New Hampshire Humanities Council

Community Project Grants


Humanities Expert’s Role
Project Director:  Please review these guidelines and provide them to the humanities expert who is helping to plan and carry out your grant project.
Successful NHHC grant proposals identify questions of human meaning inherent in the subject matter of the project and provide opportunities for people to learn and reflect about their world and themselves from the exploration of these questions.  
The role of the humanities expert on the planning team is to help shape the intellectual content of the project, articulate these ideas in a statement included in the grant application (750 words maximum), and evaluate the success of the project in conveying and stimulating discussion about these ideas.  In addition, the project humanities expert, or other humanities scholars, may be involved as a speaker, panelist, workshop leader, discussion facilitator, and/or evaluator of specific aspects of the project, such as a script or exhibition text.
The statement the humanities expert provides as part of the application is not merely an endorsement of the project or a letter of commitment.  Nor is it a description of the project activities. The people who review the proposal need to know from the humanities expert:

1. What is the humanities content of the project? What ideas about culture and human meaning animate it?  What are the project’s intellectual goals?  
2. List up to three questions you anticipate audience members will have the opportunity to consider and discuss by participating.
3. Do you bring relevant expertise or research interests to the project not evident from your resume/CV?
4. What has your role been in planning the project?
5. What will your role be in the implementation of the project?  For example, will you be a speaker, panelist, workshop leader, discussion leader, or consultant?  Speakers should indicate their topics and how the presentation will be tailored to the target audience. Consultants should describe the nature and frequency of their planned involvement in project activities. 
6. Include your name, email address, and the date on your statement.
